Abortion is one of the most controversial subjects in contempory society, demonstrably capable of generating the fiercest passions (arguments concerning stem-cell research are a reflection of part of the wider abortion debate). One of the merits of this book is to remind us that the arguments are not new, "but rather the latest manifestations of an old, inconclusive debate that started thousands of years ago and still continues today" (p. vii). Konstantinos Kapparis\' twofold intention, admirably fulfilled, is to examine the link between the ancient and modern views on abortion, and to show how the subject might "shed further light upon important legal, religious, political and cultural aspects of the ancient world" (p. vii). There are seven chapters and two useful appendices. The first is a translation and commentary of Pseudo-Galen\'s *An animal sit quod est in utero*; the second, of the Philadelphia Inscription (*LSA* 20) and its relationship to the Hippocratic Oath. There is an index of ancient authors and of topics. The bibliography is unfortunately marred by mistakes in several authors\' names. Thus "Dreichgräber" instead of Deichgräber; "R.T". Hankinson, for R.J; "Minuli" instead of Manuli; "Murdy" for Mudry; "Prioreeschi" instead of Prioreschi (and Elizabeth Craik\'s edition of Hippocrates\' *Places in man* was published by OUP in 1998, not "London 1988.")

Abortion drew upon all aspects of Greek and Roman medical practices. Chapter 1 discusses the methods of abortion, including drugs, mechanical and surgical means, ancillary techniques (such as venesection, hot baths and strong emotional shock, all designed to weaken the physical condition of the mother and so induce labour), and the use of magic. When does human life begin? What is the status of the embryo? Do the unborn have rights? Chapter 2 examines these profound questions, which take us to the heart of the abortion debate. Kapparis shows that, as now, there were no settled answers to these questions in Antiquity, and notes that the notion of human life beginning from conception had its original in Pythagorean thought (pp. 39--41). On the other hand, many philosophers and learned doctors such as Galen propounded a more widespread view. They "might not even call it an 'abortion' if a termination had taken place in the very early stages of the pregnancy, while the foetus was still unformed. They would not recognise as human something which did not yet look human" (p. 47). As Kapparis goes on to point out, the distinction between an unformed and formed foetus is also to be found in Exodus 21: 22--4, a passage ignored, deliberately or otherwise, by most (but by no means all) of the Church Fathers.

Chapter 3 looks at the role of the doctor and the midwife, and if Kapparis perhaps attaches too much importance to the Hippocratic Oath in antiquity, he at least places the Oath\'s injunctions in their social and cultural context. Chapters 4 and 5 examine the debate from, respectively, the female and male viewpoint. Chapter 6 offers an excellent discussion on abortion and the law, concluding that the reason behind the Severus--Caracalla rescript declaring abortion illegal (but not a capital offence) was not due to a shift in biological or ethical thinking but a matter of demography. There was a perception that the Roman way of life was under assault from the alien cultures within and the barbarians without. Increasing the number of Romans became a priority. Chapter 7 offers a judicious conclusion, reminding us that "in practice abortion has been an act that has little to do with high principles, and much to do with compelling circumstance" (p. 199). Konstantinos Kapparis has provided an excellent treatment of an important subject, and has shown clearly how the views of Antiquity both define and continue to influence contemporary debate. To anyone with even the slightest interest about this subject, this book is strongly recommended.
